
From: Barrett, Sherry
To: Ron.Morsbach@mail.house.gov
Cc: Chris Tincher; Michelle Shaughnessy
Subject: Mexican wolf radio telemetry policy
Date: Tuesday, June 11, 2013 3:27:45 PM
Attachments: 046973 Signed letter to Catron County.pdf

050405 Signed Letter to Catron County 2012.pdf
MW Non-agency Telemetry Statement of Use 052511.doc

Mr. Morsbach: Per your request, I discussed with Regional Director Tuggle your question of
providing a radio receiver to Mr. Jess Carey.  Dr. Tuggle asked me to provide the two letters
that we have previously sent to Catron County on this issue and a copy of our receiver policy
(see attached).  He also said that he would be willing to discuss this issue further with
Congressman Pearce.

Thank you

-- 
Sherry Barrett
Mexican Wolf Recovery Coordinator
US Fish and Wildlife Service
2105 Osuna Road NE
Albuquerque, NM  87113
Office: (505) 761-4748
Cell: (505) 363-2797
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Mexican Wolf Blue Range Reintroduction Project


Interagency Field Team


P.O. Box 856


Alpine, AZ 85920


(928) 339-4329, 1-888-459-9653


Fax: (928) 339-4218


alpinewolf@fws.gov

Statement of Use and Receipt by Non-agency Individuals for

Radio-telemetry Equipment to Monitor Mexican Wolves

The Mexican Wolf Reintroduction Project (Project) has developed a program for limited loan of radio-telemetry receivers to private individuals within the Blue Range Wolf Recovery Area in Arizona and New Mexico, who meet established criteria. The Project’s Interagency Field Team (IFT) has been delegated authority to implement and administer this program.


The primary goal of this program is to provide monitoring tools that will assist in developing and implementing proactive management measures to reduce or eliminate depredation and nuisance incidents involving Mexican wolves. You and individuals who work for you are being issued radio-telemetry equipment to monitor wolves near your livestock or private property for the expressed purpose of aiding in detection and prevention of livestock depredation and nuisance behavior by Mexican wolves.  For these goals/purposes to be achieved, it is important that equipment participants provide information back to the IFT so associated situations can be closely monitored and additional proactive measures can be taken by the IFT, as required. The Project anticipates that this program and related processes will be cooperative in nature, and will help to create and foster improved working relationships with stakeholders that are affected by this Project.

Agencies cooperating in the Reintroduction Project consider loan of radio-telemetry equipment a very sensitive issue. Therefore, it is critically important that participants in this program safeguard all equipment issued through the program.  

PROGRAM FRAMEWORK and APPLICATION


The appropriate IFT personnel (based on appropriate state, tribal, federal jurisdiction) will evaluate your request for radio-telemetry equipment. If your request is approved, IFT personnel will provide identified private individuals with the required instruction and training on the use and care of equipment that is issued by the IFT.  The more familiar you are with radio-telemetry functions and operation, the more proficient you will become at detecting wolf presence and activity. 

Together with agreeing to participate in the radio-telemetry equipment loan program, users also accept responsibility for utilizing equipment in the correct manner, maintaining equipment in working order, and returning equipment to the Project upon request by the appropriate IFT contact.


· Radio-telemetry from the ground works best by taking accurate bearings and plotting them on a map to get an accurate location. Terrain, distance, vegetation, and the type of transmitter in the radio collar act to limit radio-collar signals and affect the ability to obtain accurate locations. One bearing taken with a receiver can sometimes be misleading. The more bearings you take during a certain time frame, the more accurate the wolf location will be.


· Caution should be taken to avoid conflicts when using cattle dogs around wolves, especially in the vicinity of known den or rendezvous sites from April to August. Wolves can be especially protective of these areas and are defensive in nature, which can serve to heighten their propensity for attacking dogs. Den and rendezvous sites are sensitive areas and caution should be used so wolves are not disturbed. Individuals may only harass wolves in accordance with the Mexican Wolf Final Rule (50 CFR 17.84(k)) published in the Federal Register on January 12, 1998. Copies of this document are available from the IFT upon request. It is very important to limit human influence on Mexican wolf movements and behavior, unless a person is intentionally harassing a wolf (in accordance with the Final Rule referenced above) to prevent livestock depredation or nuisance behavior.


PROGRAM GUIDELINES and REQUIREMENTS


The Project has approved the following guidelines regarding loan of radio telemetry receiver equipment to specific, affected stakeholders. Temporary loan of telemetry receivers will be considered when and where the information gained by such loan is expected to contribute to developing or implementing preemptive management actions that serve to mitigate livestock depredation or nuisance behavior by Mexican wolves.

The conditions under which loan requests may be granted include:


1. Any issuance of telemetry equipment will be contingent upon availability of such equipment.

2. Radio collared Mexican wolves have been located in the equipment recipient’s area of residence or livestock operation.

3. The presence of wolves is related to a specific issue such as a confirmed depredation, nuisance incident, or proactive management plan designed to reduce the potential for depredations, as determined by the IFT on a case- by- case basis. 

4. The person requesting equipment discusses an appropriate wolf interdiction plan with the appropriate IFT personnel.

The conditions governing issuance, maintenance, and return of equipment include:


1. Receivers provided to program participants will be programmed with channels only for collared wolves identified in the area (i.e. specific frequencies will not be given out).

2. Telemetry receivers will be signed out to individuals on a temporary basis, as defined by the appropriate IFT personnel, and the identified equipment participants will assume full responsibility for the care of the equipment while it is in their possession.  The designated user will also be responsible for the return of assigned equipment in good working order.  

3.  Any intentional tampering or damage to the receiver is unlawful and will result in the recall of all telemetry equipment and reconsideration of the equipment participant’s ongoing eligibility to participate in this program. 

4. With reasonable notice and accommodation, Project staff have the right to inspect any loaned telemetry receivers.

5.  In order to monitor and optimize the effectiveness of Project equipment use, the appropriate IFT personnel responsible for loaning the equipment will coordinate as necessary with individual equipment participants to determine the status of the situation supporting the issuance of the equipment, as well as to assess the continuing need for extending the use of any loaned equipment.   

6. Equipment recipients are required to document the specific use of the equipment on the forms provided by the IFT. This documentation will be relayed to the IFT at least every 30 days. 

7. The Project retains the ability to retrieve program equipment from participants based on priority needs/uses that have been identified elsewhere within the Project.  Any such determinations will take into account assessments of activity/circumstances tied to the equipment participant’s area, Project needs in other locations or on other management activities that require IFT use of subject equipment, the presence of alternative monitoring approaches/actions in the affected area (e.g. range riders), etc.

8. Any equipment provided through this program may not be transferred to other individuals without prior approval from the appropriate IFT personnel.

Receipt of Radio-telemetry Equipment Form (Mexican Wolf Reintroduction Project Copy):


Equipment Issued:


Receiver type _______________________
Serial # _____________________________


Antenna type ____________________________________________________________


Date issued _________________________
Date returned ________________________

This agreement will be reviewed every____________ days.                        

Authorized Wolf Receiver Channels:

Wolf ID 
Channel #

__________
__________


__________
__________

__________
__________


__________
__________


By signing this document, you agree to comply with all of the above referenced conditions associated with your participation in the radio telemetry receiver loan program.

Issued By:

Print name __________________________
Phone # _____________________________


Signature ___________________________


Received By:


Print name __________________________
Phone # _____________________________


Address ________________________________________________________________


Signature ___________________________


Others authorized for use of equipment ________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


Instruction date __________
Location ________________________________________


Returned to IFT by:


Print name __________________________
Phone # _____________________________


Signature ___________________________  Date      ______________________________


Accepted by IFT Personnel:


Print name __________________________
Phone # _____________________________


Signature ___________________________  Date      ____________________________​_


Receipt of Radio-telemetry Equipment Form  (Equipment Recipient’s Copy):


Equipment Issued:


Receiver type _______________________
Serial # _____________________________


Antenna type ____________________________________________________________


Date issued _________________________
Date returned ________________________

Authorized Wolf Receiver Channels

Wolf ID 
Channel #

__________
__________


__________
__________


__________
__________


__________
__________


__________
__________


__________
__________


__________
__________


By signing this document, you agree to comply with all of the above referenced conditions associated with your participation in the radio telemetry receiver loan program.

Issued By:

Print name __________________________
Phone # _____________________________


Signature ___________________________


Received By:


Print name __________________________
Phone # _____________________________


Address ________________________________________________________________


Signature ___________________________


Others authorized for use of equipment ________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


Instruction date __________
Location ________________________________________


Returned to IFT by:


Print name __________________________
Phone # _____________________________


Signature ___________________________  Date     _____________________________


Accepted by IFT Personnel:


Print name __________________________
Phone # _____________________________


Signature ___________________________  Date      _____________________________


Radio Telemetry Documentation Log

Equipment Recipient’s Name ________________________   

Wolf Monitoring / Use of Equipment:


Date
Wolf ID

Location and Management action implemented

____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


Radio Telemetry Documentation Log


Equipment Recipient’s Name: ________________________   

Wolf Monitoring / Use of Equipment:


Date
Wolf ID

Location and Management action implemented


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________


____
________________
________________________________________________



